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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing oFclaims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
applicnliori. 

luting of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a status certification for a 
message in a communications nelwork^UiCjipmniyj^ 
me^^ngsy^ynjh^^^ 

rcxiciyjii^sajd a message identifier fiwlo said message jit 

l!ie_incji^m« s_ysLCiLk^ 

iliei^sagc^iereinili^ 

l!icsiat!jnijj>ystejii; 

creating a first disposition identifier in response to a first disposition cvcnUhc 
jJiSl^itajwcny^ 

associating said first disposition identifier with said message; 

receiving a request for a status notification of said message from the* sender-ef 

sai^messagejhc seufc 

compiling said message identifier and said first disposition identifier to generate 

a first status notification; and 

providing said first status notification to said sender in response to said request; 

creating a second disposition identifier in response to a second disposition event 
occurring subsequent to said first disposition event Jhcsecond disposiU giLgyent 

LndudiniLfliJsa^ 

associating said second disposition identifier with said message; 

compiling said message identifier and said second disposition identifier to 
generate a second status notification; and 

providing said second status notification to said sender. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
hilling a parly to said message for said providing of said status certification. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said first and second 
disposition events arcjniMclbx^ 

;Ltlmit^ 
Joust-eite-of; 

ti managing-eveoU-and 

ii-dispHt^Wngwert. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said managing event comprises at 

least one of; 

accessing said message; 

deleting said message; 

prescnling an indication of said message; 

expiring said message; and 

terminal ing a recipient of said message from said communications network. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said managing event comprises at 
least one of: 

denying said status certification of said message; and 
malfunctioning of said status certification of said message. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein said dispatching event comprises 

aL least one of: 

forwarding said message; and 
replying to said message. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said status notification comprises 
at least one of: 

an audio message; 
a video message; 
a text message; 

a short message set-vice message; and 
a markup language document. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said communications network 

comprises at least one of: 

an electronic communications network; 

a lex t-based communications network; 

a telecommunications network; 

a video-enabled communications network; and 

a multimedia-enabled communications network. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said message identifier comprises 
at least one of: 

a type identifier; 
an alphanumeric identifier; 
a capabilities identifier, and 
an annotation. 
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1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said message identifier comprises 

at least one of: 

a communication network identifier; 

a device identifier; 

a role identifier; 

a party identifier; 

a date identifier; and 

a time identifier. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said role identifier comprises at 

least one of; 

an originator; 

a sender; 

a caller; 

a recipient; and 

a system administrator. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said party identifier comprises at 

least one of: 

an email address; 
an access address; 
a voice sample; and 
an image. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising storing 
an attribute for said status certification for said message, wherein said attribute comprises 

at least one of: 

said message identifier; 

said first or second disposition identifier; and 

said first or second status notification. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising administrative 
functionality, wherein said administrative functionality comprises at least one of: 
deleting said attribute; 
monitoring said attribute; 
moving said attribute; 
forwarding said attribute; 
securing said attribute; 
archiving said attribute; 
backing up said attribute; 
informing a recipient of said attribute; and 
blocking said attribute. 

15. (Original) The method in claim 1, wherein said request comprises a secure 

request, 

16. (Original) The method in claim 1, wherein said request comprises dialing an 
access number, 

17. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said request comprises a hypertext 
transfer protocol request (HTTP) directed to a uniform resource locator address QJRL). 

18. -30, (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A system for providing a status certification for a 
message in a communications network comprising: 

a _nvos«naittELSi£SlciXL inslttUto processor operative to rec eive the message and 
assign a message identifier lo4br said message jrt ftsjn^agto 
geiiemii^ 
j^subj^ 
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said processor further operative to create a first disposition identifier in response 
to a first disposition ftvrmt. lha first dis position event jncjudmgjiU^tjar^ 

cvcnliindji disriajclyji^vcnji 

said processor further operative to associate said first disposition identifier with 

said message; 

said processor further operative to receive a request for a status notification from 
thca sender, the sendjxl>.ejnjLa^^ 

said processor farther operative to compile said message identifier and said first 
disposition identifier lo generate a first status notification; and 

said processor further operative to provide said first status notification lo said 
sender in response to said request; 

said processor further operative to create a second disposition identifier in 
response to a second disposition event occurring subsequent lo said first disposition 
event, jho^Mondjl^ 
tlisjatchi ng ev ent; 

said processor further operative to associate said second disposition identifier 

with said message; 

said processor further operative to compile said message identifier and said 
second disposition identifier to generate a second status notification; and 

said processor further opcralivc to provide said second status notification to said 

sender. 



to: 



38. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said processor is further operative 
bill a parly to said message for said providing of said status certification. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The syslem of claim 37, wherein said first and second 
disposition events arejffilia!^^ 

culininist^ 
least *oneof> 
amanaging-evsnl; and 
£i dispatching <3wut. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein said managing event comprises 

at least one of: 

accessing said message; 

deleting said message; 

presenting an indication of said message; 

expiring said message; and 

terminating a recipient of said message from said communications network. 

41. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein said managing event comprises 

at least one of: 

denying said stains certification of said message; and 
malfunctioning of said status certification of said message. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 39, wherein said dispatching event comprises 

at least one of: 

forwarding said message; and 
replying to said message, 

43. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said status notification comprises 
at least one of: 

an audio message; 
a video message; 
ate*t message; 
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a short message service message; and 
a markup language document. 

44, (Original) The system or claim 37, wherein said communications network 

comprises at least one of: 

an electronic communications network; 

a text-based communications network; 

a telecommunications network; 

a video-enabled communications network; and 

a multimedia-enabled communications network. 

45, (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein said message identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

a type identifier; 
an alphanumeric identifier 
a capabilities identifier; and 
an annotation. 

46, (Originol) The system of claim 37, wherein said message identifier 
comprises at least one of: 

a communication network identifier; 

a device identifier; 

a role identifier 

a party identifier; 

a date identifier; and 

a time identifier. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein said role identifier comprises at 

least one of: 

an originator; 
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a sender; 

u caller; 

a recipient; and 

a system administrator. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein said party identifier comprises at 

least one of: 

an email address; 
an access address; 
a voice sample; and 
an image. 

49. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 37, wherein said processor is 
further operative to store an attribute for said status certification for said message, 
wherein said attribute comprises at least one of; 

said message identifier; 

said first or second disposition identifier; and 

said first or second status notification. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein said processor is further operative 
to pcrfoim administrative functionality, wherein said administrative functionality 
comprises at least one of: 

deleting said attribute; 

monitoring said attribute; 

moving said attribute; 

forwarding said attribute; 

securing said attribute; 

archiving said attribute; 

backing up said attribute; 

in forming a recipient of snid attribute; and 
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blocking said attribute, 

51. (Previously Presented) The system in claim 37, further comprising a data 
repository for storing al least one of 

said message, 

said message identifier, 

said first or second disposition identifier, and 

said report. 

52. (Original) The system in claim 51> wherein said data repository comprises a 
database. 

53. (Original) The system in claim 51, wherein said data repository comprises: 
a first database for storing said message; and 

a second database for storing said attribute. 

54. (Original) The system in claim 37, wherein said request is a secure request. 

55. (Original) The system in claim 37, further comprising a network access 
device to issue said request, wherein said network access device comprises at least one 
of: 

a telephone; 
a television; 

a cellular-capable device; 

a personal digital assistant; and 

a computer. 

56. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 37, wherein said processor is 
within an intelligent peripheral and said network is an advanced intelligence network 
(A1N). 
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57. -71. (Cancelled) 

72. (Original) The system in claim 56, further comprising: 

a service switching point functionally connected to said intelligent peripheral; and 
an interface functionally connected to said service switching point and operative 
to accept a communication directed to said AIN. 

73. (Original) The system in claim 72, further comprising a mobile telephone 
switching office (MTSO) functionally connected to said interface and operative to 
facilitate a cellular device communication directed to said AIN. 

74. (Original) The system in claim 72, further comprising a computer network 
functionally connected to said interface and operative to facilitate a computer-based 
communication directed to said AIN, 
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